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Looking for that bleſſed hope, and 


the glorious appearing of the great 


God, and our Saviour Te ſus 
Chriſt. 


HE, exhortation which theſe 
words are intended to inforce is 
in the 1oth verſe of this chap- 

ter, and is as follows; * that they 

* may adorn the doctrine of God our Sa- 

« viour in all things: and never was 


any leſſon inforced or followed by better, 
or more ſuitable motives. It is inforced 
firſt, from the great end and deſign of 
the goſpel Revelation: ver. 11. For the 
grace of God which bringeth ſalvation hath 
A 2 appeared 
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appeared to all men, teaching us that de- 
nying ungodlineſs arid worldly lufts we ſhould 
trove ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 
preſent world. Secondly, from the moral 

intention of Chriſt's death: ver. 14. 
| Who gave himſelf for us that he might re- 
| deem us from all iniquity, and purify ta 
| bimſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works: and thirdly, from the conſide- 
ration of the coming of Chriſt; and that 
belief and ' expectation of it which all 
Chriſtians do profefs: ver. 13. Looking 
| for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God and our Saviour 
| Feſus Chri tft. 1 rom theſe words we 
learn, 


: 
4 


| I. That the a appearance of Jeſus Cbriſt 


is the nopE of every chriſtian. It is a 
great part of the chriſtian's character that 


| he lives in hope, and dies in hope. Me 
| are ſaved” by hope, ſays St. Paul. - That 
| carries us thro'. the world, and raiſes us 
| above it: without having hope'to oppoſe 
| to our doubts, our fears, and our afflic- 
| tions, we ſhould never get thro' this 
ſtruggling 


1 1 


ſuuggling ſtate with comfort or advan- 
tage. Hope is to the good man what the 
worldling's treaſure is to him; and equally 
the matter of his complacency and thank- 
fulneſs : 'We give thanks always for the 
hope which is laid up for you in heaven, 
whereyf ye have heard in the word of the 
truth of the goſpel. Irreligious men mind 
only preſent things, preſent pleaſures, pre- 

ſent profits, preſent honours : ¶ Demas 
hath forſaken me, having loved this preſent 
world :) they are characterized in the 
ſcriptures thus : men of the world : with- 
ou hope : and whoſe portion is in this life. 
They believe but little in what is future, 
and are ſtill leſs impreſſed with what is 
ſo. If at any time they do diſcover a 
faith or apprehenſion of another world, 
it is only in a way of ſpeculation or 
diſpute : and the views they direct to- 
wards it are only tranſcient : as a navi- 
gator caſts his eye upon a diſtant coaſt, 
but fails another way. But the chri- 
ſtian's hope fills his boſom, and poſſeſſes 
it always. That heaven which is the 
ſea of his hope, is the point to which 


he 


- — > — KK „%% ˙ — — 
— . — ca 2 * + 


1.4 Þ} 

he tends, the port to which he directly 
ſteers, Chriſtians can declare with the 
apoſtle, We look not at the things that are 
ſeen ; we look not at them with prefer - 
ence, eſteem, or conſtancy ; but at the 
things that are not ſeen: and for this 
good reaſon, which is immediately ſub- 
joined; for the things which are ſeen are 
temporal, but the things which are not 
* are eternal. | 


II. This hope of Chriſt's appearing 1s 
ſtiled a BLESSED HOPE, It is ſuch for 
the following reaſons, 


For ITS owN EXCELLENCE. It ex- 
cels all other hopes, as much as hea- 
ven excels the earth: as much as 
eternity excels time: and God the 
creature. This hope ſo excels all o- 
thers, that they muſt be made ſubſer- 
vient to it, muſt wait for it, and give 
place unto it: rather than make ſhip- 
wreck of this hope in any ſtorm of 


_ temptation, or trouble, that may beat 


upon us, we muſt be content to part 
with 


1 
with all inferior hopes; as mariners in 
a tempeſt throw their lumber overboard 
to ſave their jewels : counting all things 
but loſs if we may but win Chriſt; and 
attain unto the reſurrection of the dead. 
Moreover, 


THE CERTAINTY of Chrift's appear- 
ing, renders the hope which chriſtians 
entertain of it A BLESSED HOPE, Tt 
is a bleſſed thing to be sURE|of any good 
that we have ſet our hearts Upon : the 
certainty of any enjoyment that we are 
waiting for, adds greatly to its value. 
In this article the upright chriſtian is ſu- 
premely happy. He can never be diſap- 
pointed in the main object of his expec= 
tation and hope. IAM suRE (may he 
fay) that the ſon of God will come; to 
raiſe the dead, and to beſtow eternal life. 
He has promiſed it: his apoſtles have 
deſcribed the ſcene: providence has a 
continual reference to it: Prophecies 
have been fulfilled, and are fulfilling in 
the world to make way for it: and the 
whole goſpel revelation goes upon the 

ſuppo- 
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ſuppoſition of it. Other things may or 
may not be; but I KN O.] that my re- 


deemer liveth; and that at the laſi day, 
he ſhall ſtand upon the earth, and I ſhall 


riſe our of it: and my eyes ſhall behold 
bim, tho' my reins be firſt conſumed within 


me. This is an hope that ſhall never 
make me aſhamed ; Verily there is a 
reward for the righteous : He ſhall come 
and bring his rewards with him, 


Farther, the no of Chriſt's ap- 
pearing is a BLESSED HOPE, becauſe we 
ſhall be completely bleſſed in its ac- 
compliſhment. | 


_ Chriſt's appearing is the end of our 
faith—the ſalvation our ſouls. That 
will put an end to the imperfections of 
time, the dominion of death, and all 
the burthens and ſorrows of mortality. 


With the appearing of Chriſt are con- 


joined glory, honour and immortality to 
his ſervants: and what more can be 
wanting to complete their happineſs ? 
It will bring perfection and felicity both 


MY; 
to ſoul and body. As to the ſoul, het 


3 a bleſſed thing muſt it be—to have no 


darkneſs in the underſtanding—no irre- 
gularity in the will no exorbitancy or 


depravity in the affections no ſenſe of 


guilt— no dread of divine diſpleaſure: 
but a conſtant and delightful perception 
and enjoyment of divine favour, and all 
that confidence in God which muſt ariſe 
from our being finally accepted of him 
And as to the body — to have no fickneſs, 
pain, or weakneſs—no feeling of infir- 
mity, or obnoxiouſneſs to death ! but to 
have a body, ſpiritual, immortal, glo- 
rious, and in all reſpects like unto 
Chriſt's and in this perfect and happy 
ſtate of ſoul and body to be ſet above all 
temptations, and the occaſions of them: 
for as the world, and all the works of 
it ſhall be burnt up, and the faſhion of 
it paſſed away, there can be no more 
ſnares from that : and as to ſin, wicked 
ſpirits, and wicked men, they ſhall be 

driven down to their eternal priſon. The 
fon of man ſhall come and ſhall gather out 
of his kingdom every __ that offends, and 


every 5 


Yo 
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every thing that works ini quity : and ther, 
ſhall the righteous ſhine as the ſun in the 
kingdom of their father. 


III. The ApPrARING of Jeſus Chriſt 
will be a GLORIOUS APPEARING, as 
the HopE of it is a BLESSED HOPE.— 
Looking for that BLESSED Ho E, and the 
STroklous APPEARING of our Saviour 


Tefus cur. 


The perſon who is to appear will be 
GLORIOUS, He is here deſcribed by 
the lofty character of THE GREAT Gon, 
as his appearance will be an affecting 
diſplay of divine majeſty, holineſs, and 
mercy : and the circumſtance attending 
his appearing will be 6LoRIous too. Be- 
bold he cometh with clouds] encircled with 
their incomparable beauty and ſplen- 
dour : the angels of holineſs and immor- 
tality ſhall be his attendants ; and the 
archangel ſhall ſound his trumpet to call 
the nations to judgement. His will be 
tranſcendent greatneſs ; for his pomp- 
will all be ceELEsTIAL. In his ſtate of 


humi- 


EL mn 1 
humiliation he deſpiſed every advantage 


that our world could give him; and 
much leſs will he borrow any part of his 
honours from it at his final manifeſta- 
tion. He will come in the glory of 
HEAVEN, and mice himſelf by 
nothing belonging to this EARTH but 
by its ruins; and an awful addition 
will they indeed make to the ſolem- 
nity of his appearance ! The darkened 
ſun — the falling ſtars — the ſkies 
rolled up as a ſcroll, and removed as a 
tent — by theſe things ſhall his de- 
ſcent be proclaimed and dignified. Add 
to theſe the riſing dead — the pro- 
geny of Adam convened in one aflembly, 
and ſtript of all diſtinctions the judge- 
ment ſet, and the books opened — the 
unſpeakable amazement of mortals juſt 
awakened from death—and their deep 
and ſolemn attention to the ſentence 
that determines the everlaſting ſtates of 
all men—this is the greatneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt! compared with this what is 
all human pomp at the births, eſpou- 
{als or coronations of princes ! all hu- 
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man grandeur muſt be loſt in the ſy- 
perior grandeur of this prince of the 
kings of the earth this more than im- 
perial judge, 


Farther; The final APPEARING of 
Chriſt will be a GLoRIOUS APPEAR= 
ING, as it will be the finiſhing of his 
grand and merciful undertaking in 


behalf of the children of men. 


The finiſhing of any undertaking that 
is in itſelf excellent, is reckoned 6Lo0- 
RiOUS, and reflects the higheſt honour 
upon the author: how glorious then 
muſt not Chriſt appear in the finiſhing 
his profeſſed deſign ; which was nothing 
leſs than 70 gather together in one, all 
the children of God that were ſcattered 
abroad! What glory redounded to him 
at his reſurrection, when by that he vin- 
dicated his divine character; confirmed 
his lofty promiſes ; and eſtabliſhed our 
faith and hope in God. But what 
greater glory muſt not redound to him, 
when he fhall accompliſh all that he 

has 


8 

has promiſed, and we have believed! 
when he ſhall come with life in his 
hands, and death at his feet, and 
ſay as upon his croſs * It is finiſhed". 
I have executed the high purpoſes 
of God; and made all my diſciples 
immortal and happy. How glorious 
muſt not the ſon of the moſt high God 
appear, when the whole work of his 
mediation ſhall be completed and ap- 
proved; from the firſt annunciation 
of peace on earth, and good will to men, 
to the laſt humble and penitent crea. 
ture that ſhall have received redemption 
thro his blood, even the remiſſion of fins, 
and be made more than a conqueror thro 
Him that loved him ! St. Paul thus de- 
ſcribes this grand and intereſting pe- 
riod : Then cometh the end when he ſhall 
have delivered up the kingdom to God, 
even the father, that God may be all in 
all. | 


This giving up of the kingdom to 
God, does not /efſen but magnify the 
redeemer: and means no other than 


his 


| 
{ 


! 


his having actually executed his divine 


commiſſion, and done the wonderful 


work affigned him: it is the ſame 


as ſaying © I have conducted my ſelf 


* towards yonder world that is now 


come to an end, in ſuch a manner 
* as is ſuitable to the great deſigns of 


2 redeeming wiſdom and mercy: I 


«have given unto my ſervants eternal 
life: I have raiſed them up at the 
« laſt day, agreeably to my promiſe 


% and their expectation : and now holy 


« father I preſent them to thee : I pre- 
« ſent them before the preſence of thy 
« glory with exceeding great joy : with 
« joy at having ſaved them, and ſerved 
« thee, in the various methods by which 
« their ſalvation and happineis have 


te been effected: I have finiſhed the 


« work thou gaveſt me to do, both 
for thy ſelf and for them: and now 


„J leave them in the arms of thine 


* eternal love and favour”. Muſt not 
ſuch a completion of God's work, agd 
his diſciples happineſs, render Chriſt's 


appearing GLORIOUS ? 
3 Once 
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Once more, The final APRARING of 
Jefus Chriſt may be ſtiled a 6Lortovs 
APPEARING on account of the conſe- 
quences attending it to us. What the 
conſequences will be, the following paſ- 
ſages tell us. When Chri/t wo; is our 
life ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear 
with him in glory. It doth not yet appear 
what wwe ſhall be, but we know that when 
he ſhall appear we ſhall be like him, for 
we ſhall ſee him as he is. Who ſhall change 
our vile body that it may be faſhioned like 
unto his glorious body, according to the 
working whereby be is able .even to ſubdue 
all things un to himſelf. How advanta- 
geous and dignifying muſt this change 
be, of which the power of Chriſt is the 
.cauſe, and himſelf the pattern! and how 
amazing muſt it be in our own eyes, 
when as ſoon as we are crept out of the 
duſt and diſgrace of death, we find our- 
ſelves on a ſudden fo transformed and 
adorned with ſo much excellence! 7: 
does not yet appear what we ſhall be: 
moſt certainly we ſhall be very won- 
| derful 
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derful both in our own eyes and in eacli 

others. St. John was for paying divine 
| honours to an angel, as tho' he had miſ- 
if taken him for God: and could we ſee 
| a good man in his reſurrection form, we 
might be led to imagine him more than 
a creature: and muſt acknowledge that 
the appearing of our Saviour, at which all 
the righteous ſhall experience ſo advan- 
tageous a Change, will be a GLoRIoUs 


| JþþeoVing: 


IV. Tur LookiNG FOR this bleſſed 
hope and glorious appearing is the cxa- 
RACTER and DUTY of all chriſtians. 


It is their CHARACTER. To them that 
look for him, (ſo are the diſciples of Chriſt 
if pecified) he ſhall appear again the ſecond 
= time without ſin unto ſalvation, they are 
alſo ſaid to be looking for and baſtening 
unto the coming of the day of God. 
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It is alſo their DV Tv. They ſhould 


maintain a lively FAITH in the appearing 
of 


R 
105 
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of Chriſt; as A EVENT THAT WILL 


MOST CERTAINLY BE. 


Do infidels or libertines ſay, where 
is the promiſe of his coming? That pro- 
miſe runs throughout the whole Goſpel 
Revelation. Do they with the fame 
ſcoffers alledge in juſtification of their” 


unbelief, that all things continue as, they 


were from the beginning of the creation, 


this is not true, All things do not 
continue as they were from the begin- 
ning. Man has loſt his innocence, and 


the paradiſe of Adam is waſhed away: 
fin and miſery oppreſs the world, and 
death reigns in it: theſe were not from 
the beginning of the creation, The 
creation is deſcribed as ſenſible of its 


_ unhappy change, as groaning under the 
weight of ſin and ſorrow that is laid 
upon it; and as travailing in pain, waiting 
for a renovatzon : this renovation is begun 


and forwarded by. Jeſus: Chriſt, who 


| bas died to redeem the world, and riſen 


again to judge it; and who ſhall at 
length come to put an end to the dif- 


Bo C orders 


5 
orders of the world, and to the world 
itſelf; and to open to his diſciples a 
ſtate of eternal and unexceptionable feli- 


city. And with faith in the coming of 
Chriſt, as a certain event; ſo, moreover, 


Chriſtians ſhould live in the DES1RE 
of it as a very DELECTABLE one. St. 
Paul deſcribes genuine chriſtians as /oving 
\Chriff's appearing, and certainly they 
will love it ſo far as they underſtand 
their own intereſt and happirſeſs. The 
appearing of Chriſt is conſtantly pro- 
poſed as matter of delight to all his 
followers. Comfort one another with 
theſe words, (ſays St. Paul) the words re- 
ferred to, are the words which he had 
- juſt before ſpoken, concerning the de- 
ſcent of the Lord Jeſus, the reſurrection 
of the dead, and the commencement of 
an everlaſting ſtate: and it ſhews the 
greatneſs of chriſtianity, and the great- 
neſs of that ſpirit which it begets . 
in its fincere profeſſors, that they are 
directed to derive comfort to themſelves 
from the very conſiderations that cauſe 
3 other 
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other men all their uneaſineſs and pain: 
COMFORT one another with theſe words ! 
where is the comfort may ſome aſk, in 
looking to the end of all things, to a 
deſcending judge, and a vaniſhing world ? 
what muſick can there be in the voice of 
the archangel, and the trump of God, 

awaking all that ſleep in the duſt, and 
announcing time to be no longer? Are 
theſe things propoſed as articles of com- 
FORT, or is this held forth to us as a 
DELECTABLE ſcene? Yes, and, (as I 
ſaid before) it is to the honour of the 
goſpel, and an innate mark of its noble- 
neſs, that it exhibits theſe things to chri- 
ſtians as ſources of joy, as well as points of 
faith. Chriſt charges his diſciples to 
rejoice in the ſcene M itſelf, as his apoſtle 
in the faith of it. When theſe things 
begin to come to paſs, then look up, and 
lift up your heads, for your redemption 


 draweth nigh. The things referred to 


are, the coming of the ſon of man, with 
the power, and great glery that ſhall at- 
tend it, (fee the preceding verſe.) Now 
ſays Jeſus Chriſt, you my diſciples muſt 
2 even 
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even then look up, and lift up your 


heads: it is not for you to be diſmayed 
and confounded with diſobedient and 
impenitent ſinners; nor is it for my 


credit that you ſhou!d be: you muſt 


have confidence before me at my appearing 
and kingdom; and muſt evince the ma- 
jeſtick ſpirit of my religion, ſhewing 
that it can carry you above the ruins of 
the world, as wel] as thro! its changes. | 


F arther, to Look rox the glorious ap- 
pearing of Jeſus Chriſt, includes our 
living in diligent PREPARATION for it, 
as for a moſt INTERESTING EVENT, 
Be diligent that ye may be found of him in 
peace without ſpot aud blameleſs : ſeeing 
then ihat all theſe things ſhall be diſſolved, 
what manner of ferſons ought ye to be in 
all holy converſation and godlineſs. A 
prince gives publick notice of ſome ap- 
proaching ſolemnity that he intends to 
hold; and orders all his ſubjects that are 
concerned in it to meet him, properly 
habited and appurtenanced: in like 
manner Chriſt has told us that he will 

come 


12 7] 
come from heaven to earth; he has 
warned us, that the time of his coming, 
is, and will be unknown to us: and has 
charged us to be ready for him: let us 
then improve preſent time to his final 
acceptance: and account that the long 
fu Herring of our Lord is ſalvation. As 


yet we ſee not the fign of the ſon of man: 
nor do the convulſive earth, the rending 


heavens, or the riſing dead declare, him 
near: the curtains of heaven conceal 
from us, his inſufferable brightneſs, 
and the goſpel diſplays his abundant 
* 

grace: let us then immediately ſet our- 
ſelves to prepare for our appearance 
before the preſence of Bis glory that when 
we ſee this great king in his beauty we 
may ſee him with peace in his looks, and 
with bleſſings in his hands, and hear 
from his majeſtick lips theſe: words of 
life: Well dine good and faithful ſervants ! 
Come ye bleſſed children of my father ! 


In what ſtate of preparation are We 
for this GLoRIOOS APPEARING? Is it 


our BLESSED HOPE, or diſtracting dread? 


| By 
Wy | | 


[ 22 1 


By a ſober and ſcriptural faith, let us 


bring it near to us, and. ſee how our 


minds will be affected by it. Let us 
ſuppoſe that this was our laſt hour upon 


earth,. yea that the end of all things was 


come; that while I am ſpeaking the 


heavens were opening over our heads,and 
the Lord Jeſus deſcending in all the pomp 
of judgement, with what eyes ſhould we 


view him ? How ſhould we look upon 


his bright attendants ? How ſhould we 


hear his voice ſhaking the earth, and 


cleaving the tombs, and calling ; the 


dead to judgement ? How mould we 
bear to ſee the world itſelf periſhing 


with our own little portion in it? And 
what hope ſhould we have of a better 


heritage? And imagining the grand and 
final diviſion of mankind to have taken 


place, with whom ſhould we find our- 
ſelves ſurrounded ?; With ſurpriſed 
wretches, whoſe wild deſpair and af- 
frighted countenances preclude the ſen- 
tence of the righteous Judge ; and begin 
that hell into which they are finking ? 


or, with thoſe children of the hin dom, 


whoſe 


( 23 ] 
whoſe humble hope of divine mercy in 
' that day, gives them compoſure and ele- 
vation amidſt all the ſolemnities of 
i it? who behold the angelick hoſts, as 
their own friendly guards, as well as 
their Lord's magnificent retinue — and 
that awful ſtate of his which over- 
whelms guilty mortals, with ſecret plea- 
fure; as adding - honour to the appro- 
bation and acceptance which they hope 
for at his hands — and who from a 
view to a better and more enduring ſub- 
lance, unconcernedly ſee the end of 
every thing merely temporary and 
human? In which of theſe different 
companies ſhould we find ourſelves ? 
What would be our apprehenſions, our 
hopes, our fears, our portion, was THE 
GLORIOUS APPEARING of the ſon of 
God actually at hand? It is of great 
importance to ſettle this to ourſelves : 
- for juſt as we ſhould meet him now, 
ſhall we in all probability meet him 
- hereafter. From the account we ſhould 
give of ourſelves to him this moment, 


we may conclude what account we 
| ſhall 
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ſhall give to him at laſt : for gene- 
rally ſpeaking, as men live, ſo they 
die: and as they die, fo they will 
ariſe to be judged. | 


As we are now met together for 
the laſt time in this place, as a chri- 
ſtian ſociety, and in a mutual relation, 
there is a ſpecial propriety in my diſ- 
courſing to you on that appearing 
-of Chriſt, our preparation for which 
is the great end of all religious inſti- 
tutions; and to which I hope all my 
— have more or leſs had a 
reference. See that you be ready for 
this appearing of Chriſt; and that none 
of you be wanting at his right hand 
when he ſhall come to judgement. I 
cloſe my publick ſervices among you 
with the profeſſions of my ſincere re- 
ſpect and eſteem for you, and with 
my wiſhes for your happineſs tempo- 
ral and eternal. With this diſcourſe, 
and the celebration of the Lord's-Sup- 
per, my relation to you, as a paſtor 
and teacher, will expire; but there is 
i 5 one 
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dne relation that T ſhall ever bear you, 
in whatever place or ſtation of ſer- 
vice I may be hereafter fixed: for I 
ſhall always be yours to the utmoſt of 
my power, in all the offices of friend- 
ſhip, love and gratitude. I have no 
doubt but that the future changes of 
my life will be under the direction 
of that great being, in whoſe favour 
I hope to make my final remove out 
of it: and if I had been more uſeful 
to you during the ſhort time of my 
connexion with you, it would have af- 
forded me a very exalted pleaſure a- 
midſt all the pain of our preſent parting. 
Make a ſerious buſineſs of religion, 
whereſoever you go; now that our gates 


are deſolate + nor let it ever appear 


that you have hitherto heard in vain, 
and laboured in vain, T he publick 
devotions of this houſe have in paſt 
years been conducted by thoſe, who 
were ornaments to human nature, as 
well as to a particular denomination 
of chriſtians : approve yourſelves the 
worthy difciples of ſuch teachers : Re- 
| D member 
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member them that have had the rule 
over you, and have ſpoken unto you the 
word of God, whoſe faith follow, conſi- 
dering the end of their converſation. 


Such of you as knew this place in 
its proſperous days, . muſt for many 
late years have experienced ſimilar emo- 
tions with thoſe old men amongſt the 
Jews, who wept at ſeeing the fad dif- 
ference there was between the ſecond 
temple and the firſt. And with re- 
ſpect to the low and declining ftate 
of our intereſt as proteſtant difſenters 
in general, all ſuch 2s are in the ad- 
vance of life may ſay as the captives 
in Babylon did: We wept when we 
remembered Zion”. We may well weep 
when we remember, what our inte- 
reſt is, in compariſon of what it once 
was; and when we remember what 
it is, in compariſon of other things that 
have not ſuch a claim to our atten- 
tion and notice. Other intereſts flou- 
riſh : places of amuſement and plea- 
ſure are well ſupported : religion only 

finds 
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finds it difficult to ſupport itſelf. That 
which offers to conduct us ſafe to a 

etter world, meets wit! the moſt un- 

vourable recention in this. Toy and 
gladneſs' is cut off from the houſe of 
our God.” Redvced numbers, and a 
ſpirit of inaifference viſible upon the 
very faces of our aſſemblies, make thoſe 
churches mournful figrits, which he 
multitudes of them that kept holy day, 
and the prevalent and triumphant ſpi- 
rit of religion, did, once make vene- 
Table and folemn, Of how many ſo- 
cieties in this city is what I now 
ſay, true, as well as of our own | That 
excellent intereſt of ours which per- 
ſecution and penal laws could not 
touch, hberty and luxury have brought 
almoſt to nothing. There is no oc- 
caſion now for the enemy to break down 
our ſanctuaries with axes and hammers ; 
the ſpirit of this world, and an increa- 
ſing diſregard to the things of ano- 
ther, will do the fame work, with 
equal efficacy, and with leſs alarm, 
And with that indolence and indif- 
E D 2 ference 
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ference which uninterrupted eaſe ang 
liberty are apt to introduce; may I 
not mention a worſe cauſe of the Vi= 
fible decay of our churches; viz. a 
diſreliſh for practical religion, and for 
the docttines that inforce it. Our cauſe 
as proteſtant diſſenters was originally 
founded in great ſeriouſneſs, and ſenſe 
of conſcience towards God; but now 
the queſtion recurs upon us, what do 
ye more than others? and when the 
foundation fails, what wonder that 
the edifice ſhould tumble? I am well 
aware that moſt of the controverſies 
and diſputes wherewith we have been 
tearing one another, and tearing our 
common cauſe in pieces, have been 
about ſoundneſs of doctrine. Yet is 
that time come, which St. Paul ſaid 
would come: the time when ,men will 
not endure found doctrine: that is, ſuch 
doctrine as has a direct aſpect upon 
found morals, and a worthy cha- 
racter. Hence the exceſſive attach- 
ment to thoſe preachers who tell us, 
that we are to be faved without 
Works; 3 
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works; and who affect to make 
us afraid of nothing ſo much as of 
our god works; as if they were 
the only things that would condemn 
us: and who are received as an- 
gels from heaven, and ſurrounded by 
admiring crouds, only becauſe they 
have this comprehenſive thing to ſay, 
Truſt all to Chrift, for he has done all. 
It is to be feared that too many take 
ſuch perſons at their word, and live 
and practice accordingly. Such eaſy 
terms of getting to heaven, recon- 
cile people to all the rudeneſs and 
ignorance of thoſe who pretend to 
eſtabliſh them: and when I ſee the 
triumphs of rude, ignorant, and ſelf- 
created teachers, whoſe coarſe and 
contemptible ſpeech, mean carriage, and 
dubious characters are ſufficient to make 
even truth itſelf diſguſtful; when I ſee 
their triumphs over perſons of educa- 
tion, literature, refinement, and reli- 
gion too; | am tempted to ſay as the 
pſalmiſt of God's vine, the boar out of 
the wood doth waſte it, and the wild beaſt 
of 
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of the field doth devour it, Till a better 
_ ſpirit ſhall prevail, 2 ſpirit of wiſdom, 
of underſtandins, and of a ſound mind; 
till it ſhall ;i-iſe God to increaſe the 
ſpirituality of his churches, and bring 
men more under the powers of the 
world to come, we can only look ay 
and behold the deſolation. But you 
have not. learned Chriſt, in the vague 
and inconcluſive manner above hinted: 
Your religion has been ſcriptural, and 
may your tempers and lives be ſuitable 
to your religion. Cheriſh that faith 
that works by love, and produces the fruits 
of righteouſneſs: remembering that the 
faith that does nothing, is worth no- 
thing, and will come to nothing, I 
leave you with my grateful benedic- 
tions: The church of Chriſt, tho' at 
f this world, will in ſoine meaſure 
partake of its changes and variations : 
and we of this ſociety muſt be re- 
conciled to the diſagreeable altera- 
tions that time and death have made 
[| amongſt us. Amidſt all the inſta- 


bility of this world as to both its 
civil 
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civil and religious concerns, let me 
lead your thoughts forwards to a 
higher and a better: where all the con- 
nexions and relations that are founded 
in wiſdom and virtue, ſhall be more 
permanent, as well as more delight | 
ful. <7 that overcometh will I make 
a PILLAR in the temple of my God, 
AND HE SHALL GO NO MORE 
OUT. In the faith of this promiſe 
we quit our places here with a mourn- 
ful pleaſure. May we by the diſci- 
pline of providence, of religion, grow 
more fit for the happineſs of im- 
mortality, and at laſt may we all 
meet in heaven! I conclude with St. 
Paul's prayer in behalf of the Philip- 
plans — And this I pray, that your 
love may abound yet more and more in 
knowledge and in all judgement; that 
ye may approve things that are ex- 
cellent ; that ye may be fincere, and withe 
out offence till the day of Chriſt ; being 
filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs 
which are by Teſus Chriſt, unto the 
glory and praiſe of God. And this 


prayer 
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prayer world 1 offer with an emen 
heſs and affection becoming my own 
intereſt in the matter as well as yours: 
for what is OUR hope, or joy, or Crow! 
of rejoicing ? are not even YE in tbe 


preſence of our lord Jeſus Chrift at bit 
coming ? for YE are OUR g ay and 


Joy. 


c 
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by Nos quoque floruimus ; ſed flos fait itle caduchs 2 
Breviſque de noſtra ſtipula flamma erat. 
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